Heavy Metal
Sea Danglers

Rules & Conditions

Constitution & Definitions

1.1
The name of the club is the Heavy Metal Sea Danglers [HMSD].

1.2
The club is defined as solely for boat angling - for pleasure purposes only.

1.3
The Club Objectives


[a]  To provide an overall policy for & with the best interests of the majority of the members.


[b]  To maintain a non-profit making status


[c]  To promote the sport of boat angling.
1.4
Membership

[a]  Membership is open to all who enjoy the sport of boat angling.

[b]  2 categories will apply :

· Senior - all persons over the age of 16 years

· Junior - all persons between the ages of 10 & 16


[c]  A copy of the Rules & Conditions & an application form will be provided on request. The completed form
      & the subscription fee prevailing at that time should submitted to a committee member.

[d]  Each application will be approved by the committee.


[e]  Should any application be refused then the subscription fee will be returned.

1.5
Subscriptions

[a]  The amount to be agreed at each AGM.


[b]  Amended amounts to be recommended only by the committee.

[c]  Seniors will pay the full fee - juniors will pay 50% of the full fee.

[d]  The fee will be renewed  on an annual basis, being due by 1st January. Failure to subscribe by the due date
      will result in that person's membership being withdrawn whereupon a new application must be made.
1.6
Committee


[a]  Shall comprise of between 6 & 9 full senior members - consisting of the following officers :

Chairman

Secretary


Treasurer

Fixture Secretary


Between 2 & 4 non-official members


[b]  Each committee member must be a volunteer, proposed & seconded by full members.

[c]  Each committee member will serve a term of 3 years & be eligible for re-election.

[d]  Vacancies on the committee will be filled at the AGM with completed nomination forms being lodged
       with the secretary at the AGM.

[e]  5 committee members, which must include the secretary & treasurer will constitute a quorum with full
       voting rights.

[f]  A member may be co-opted to the committee if deemed necessary.

[g]  All committee meetings will be open to all members. These will be held on an ad hoc basis.

[h]  Committee members should make every effort to attend meetings & abide by the following outline of
       committee members’ responsibilities :
· Chairman
· Preside over each meeting.
· Read out agenda items.
· Endeavour to keep good order, ensure agenda items are adhered to & nominate persons to speak on
appropriate matters arising.
· Formally open & close each meeting.
· Be an authorised signatory of club cheques.
If the Chairman is unavailable then a Chairman will be elected from those present.

· Secretary
· Attend to all clerical duties on behalf of the club
· Receive items & produce agendas for meetings.
· Keep accurate records of & produce minutes for meetings.
· Ensure all members receive copies of relevant written material concerning club matters.

· Maintain an efficient record filing system.
· Be an authorised signatory of club cheques.

· Treasurer

· Attend to the financial duties on behalf of the club.
· Receive & deposit all income into the club's bank account.
· Maintain an accurate accounts ledger of financial movements & the account in balance.
· Be an authorised signatory of club cheques.
· Fixtures Secretary

· Attend to the fixtures on behalf of the club.
· Make bookings with Skippers/owners of fully licenced & insured charter boats.
· Accept bookings from members for boat places & generally co-ordinate the fixtures
· Be an authorised signatory of club cheques.
· Non-Officer Member

· Impart the views of ordinary members to the committee
· Assist with the running of the committee
1.7
Ordinary Member


[a]  Should read & understand the club rules & conditions prior to joining.

[b]  Should have complied with rules 1.4 [a] - [d] & 1.5 [c] - [d].

[c]  Will have the right to vote at an AGM or EGM

[d]  Should support, with the best of their intentions, the objectives of the club.
1.8
Junior Member


[a]  Any member under the age of 13 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian when attending a fixture.


[b]  Will not have the right to vote.

1.9
Code of Conduct


Any member


[a]  Not abiding by the club rules & conditions or

[b]  Bringing the club into disrepute or

[c]  Acting in any manner whatsoever prejudicial to the club;

will be suspended and, at the discretion of the committee, may be expelled from the club.

The member will have the right of appeal.
1.10
Annual General Meetings [AGM]


[a]  Shall normally be held during 1st week of November

[b]  All propositions, items & matters required for the agenda should be notified to the secretary at least 2
      weeks in advance.

[c]  Each member will receive a copy of the agenda & any other relevant documentation prior to the meeting.

[d]  All members are entitled to attend & speak on any proposal when indicated by the chairman.

[e]  Voting will be on a simple majority verdict on proposals made at the AGM.

[f]  In the event of a tied result the chairman at that time will have the casting vote.
1.11
Extraordinary General Meeting [EGM]

[a]  Can be called by a written proposal signed by at least 6  fully paid up members.

[b]  The committee must be notified immediately of the written proposal so that a  meeting may be set not later
       than 3 weeks from the notification date.

[c]  The matter arising will be the only item dealt with at an EGM.

[d]  Normal AGM procedures will apply.
1.12
Dissolution of the Club

[a]  Can only be achieved at an EGM which must be attended by at least 75% of the fully paid up


       membership.

[b]  The majority in favour of dissolution must be 2/3

[c]  Once all the liabilities of the club have been absolved any residual monies will be donated to the

       Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

1.13
Affiliations

[a]  The club will affiliate to the Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers (WFSA) and, where appropriate, to
       any other bodies that promote the sport of boat angling.


[b]  All decisions regarding affiliations can only be taken by a simple majority vote at an AGM.


[c]  Where appropriate and where those rules do not conflict with existing club rules then the rules &
       conditions of the bodies to which the club is affiliated must be adhered to in order not to jeopardise
       these affiliations.
1.14
Insurance

[a]  The secretary will ensure that the club, committee, members & property  is fully covered by

       adequate insurance.
1.15
Change of Address


[a]  All members must notify the secretary within 2 weeks of a change of address.
1.16
Media Liaison

[a]  All matters concerning press reports & media coverage will be dealt with by the Secretary, who
      may at any time nominate a suitable deputy from the membership to undertake these duties.

Fixtures & Bookings Rules
2.1
Club Fixtures


[a]  The fixtures (venues, charter boats & dates) will be selected by the Fixtures Secretary with the

       Skipper /owners well in advance to allow sufficient number & variety for the clubs needs. These

       will be deemed "pencil bookings".

[b]  Once a list is approved the Skipper/owners will be sent  deposits to secure the  fixtures.
2.2
Charter Boats & Skipper/Owners

[a]  Only fully registered & properly insured charter boats will be booked by the fixture secretary on

       behalf of the club.

[b]  All charter boat Skippers must be fully qualified to the standard prevailing at the time.
2.3
Booking Places

[a]  A deposit of £30 must be paid by any member wishing to book places on boats.
       This can be paid at any time in advance or when the first booking is made. Only members who
       have paid the deposit and membership subscription fees will be entitled to reserve  places.


[b]  All bookings will be treated strictly on a first come first served basis until the boat is full. Where a

       trip is overbooked, names will not appear on the Places Register. However, the “overspill” names
       will be communicated to the designated trip Co-ordinator so that he is able to assist any members
       who have to pull out of a trip in obtaining a replacement for the day.

[c]  All deposits will be held in the bank deposit account and will be available for a maximum of 3 years

       from the person’s membership lapsing after which they will be absorbed into club funds.

[d]  The cost per head will be based on the number of anglers fishing that day.
2.4
Boat Payment


[a]  The full cost of the place will be paid to the coordinator during the trip (see boat co-ordinator)

[b]  If for any reason any member fails to fill a booked place the co-ordinator should issue a club

       cheque to cover the shortfall and notify the Club Secretary so that the outstanding payment can be
       retrieved from the member in question.
2.5
Boat Co-ordinator

[a]  A member booked will be asked by the committee to undertake this duty.


[b]  The co-ordinator will be required to :
· Contact the Skipper/owner the evening before a fixture to establish whether the trip  is on or not, bait prospects,  sailing time & any other relevant information.
· Organise the draw for positions on board at the start of a fixture.

· Liaise between the members & the Skipper during the trip.
· Weigh & record any fish requested.
· Keep a record of the day's events.

· Collect the members payments on the day and pay the Skipper/owner.

2.6
 General Conditions

[a]  All booked members should contact the Co-ordinator the night before each fixture to receive

       details.

[b]  All positions in the boat will be drawn at the outset. Place numbers will be confirmed by the

       co-ordinator with the No.1 position starting behind the wheelhouse on the Starboard side and

       progressing clockwise around the deck. The tile number drawn by the angler will dictate their

       fishing position which will be held throughout the day. Swapping of positions is permissible with

       the agreement of both parties.

[c]  Lists will be supplied showing the dates, venues, names booked, the co-ordinators names, the

       Skippers/owners names & all relevant phone numbers.
2.7
Non-Availability


[a]  In the event of a member being unable to honour a booked fixture, the trip co-ordinator must be
       notified as  soon as possible. Another member may be available on the “overspill” list held by the
       trip co-ordinator. Wherever possible the member withdrawing from the trip should find a substitute
       angler. At no time will the financial liability for the trip be transferred to a replacement angler. The
       financial liability for the position remains with the person who originally booked the trip regardless.

[b]  The club secretary shall use a series of letters, the contents of which will have been agreed by the
       committee, to contact the member in question to retrieve the outstanding payment for this trip,
       ultimately resulting in the use of the member’s boat deposit and subsequent lapse of membership of
       the member in question if the payment is not forthcoming.

[c]  If the member’s boat deposit is used to repay an outstanding debt then the member must renew it before
       booking or taking part in any future fixtures.


[d]  A member has the option to pay the full amount therefore retaining the deposit  & bookings.

[e]  Boat sailing times will be strictly adhered to. Members should arrive at least 15 minutes before time

       so that a prompt start may be made.
2.8
Shortfall

[a]  Spare places on trips may be filled by guest anglers where it has not been possible to fill these

       vacancies with club members.
2.9
Postponement & Cancellation

[a]  Should a fixture be postponed by the Skipper/owners for any reason those booked will get first


       refusal on a re-arranged trip.

[b]  In the event of a fixture being cancelled by the club for any reason, the Skipper/owners will be

       entitled to claim the boat deposit. This will have to be renewed by the club prior to the next trip.

Angling Rules & Conditions

3.1
Angling Equipment


[a]  All fish must be caught by means of rod, reel, line & hooks.


[b]  Hand-lines must not be used.


[c]  More than 1 rod may be used provided this is agreeable with all fellow members on the
      day. Common sense must prevail. Tangles & tackle losses waste time & can be a source
      unnecessary annoyance.
3.2
Fish Catches, Sizes & Conservation


[a]  The WFSA minimum size limits will be used.


[b]  All fish to be entered into any award scheme must be caught lip hooked.


[c]  All undersized fish must be returned. Every member is entitled to retain any in-size fish caught.

       However the overall catch & return policy of the club should take priority.


[d]   the club scales will be used on board to weigh fish caught. Heaviest species weights should be

        recorded by the co-ordinator for future reference. These will be used to determine the club's end of

        season awards.


[e]  The exception to the above rule is for the Shark & Tope species.  The weight will be determined by the

       following formula :






L x G x G
 =         lbs





    800


       whereby  "L" = the length of the Shark/Tope measured from the tip of the nose to the tip of the tail

       "G" = the girth measured around the fattest point, behind the Pectoral fins in front of the dorsal fin.

       All measurements in inches. Unless a specimen is caught which has the obvious potential to

       challenge the Welsh or British record & needs to be weighed on certified scales on land, this

       species must be returned alive.


[f]  No matches or competitions where the accumulation of fish for heaviest bag prizes will be allowed.

[g]  An optional pool for heaviest fish of the day is permitted provided, where applicable, fish are

       returned alive. The club scales suffice to determine the weight.

3.3
Safety

[a]  Safety must take the highest priority. All members must take  full responsibility for their

       equipment. Traces, hooks, knives, line etc. left uncontrolled can cause serious injury. Please aim to

       keep your gear tidy.

[b]  The wearing of buoyancy aids, life-jackets & flotation suits are left to the individual but is

       recommended. However all boats chartered, by law, have to carry sufficient devices for the number

       of persons on board.

[c]  In any event, the charter boat Skippers will take overall authority of safety matters on board

       particularly in an emergency situation.
Supplementary Notes

Membership & Subscriptions

Membership applications forms and club rules are available from the Club Secretary. Subscription fees may be paid at the AGM or by post to the Club Secretary by 1st January at the latest. Application forms and Club Rules & Conditions shall also be available for download on the club’s website
Membership Deposits

The payment of both boat & members deposits, which should be regarded as "rolling" & retained by the Skipper/owners & the club together with the requirement to pay full cost on the day has several advantages :

· Reduces the need for handling monies prior to any fixtures

· If a trip is postponed there will be no need to return any monies paid

· Provides financial cover for Skippers
The retention by the club of members’ deposits is the preferred option. However they may be withdrawn or used at any time. These deposits will be set aside & not used in the current account for general financing.
All club's cheques have to be signed by any 2 from the 4 authorised signatories.

Club Scales & Numbered Draw Tags

These will be kept in the co-ordinator’s bag at all times.
Specimen Fish

The British Conger Club, National Federation of Sea Anglers, Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers & the British record (rod caught) fish committee all require specimen & record fish to be weighed on certified scales on land.
However, for Shark/Tope the NFSA & WFSA and this club will accept weights calculated by using the formula as described in club rules.

Club Emblem
Embroidered badges are available to order. Please contact Craig Roberts for details.

Silverware

The following items  will be awarded each year :
Haven Refineries Challenge Cup - Heaviest Fish



BDS - Bass Cup

Dai Ward Perpetual Cup – Heaviest Ray

Tackle Box Shield – Heaviest Pollack

Ron Webb Shark Cup – Heaviest Shark

Nigel Davies Conger Shield – Heaviest Conger

Best Specimen Trophy

BDS Bull Huss Cup

"Sulaire" Shield
Milford Angling Supplies Cod Cup
Charlie Chase Garfish Trophy[image: image1.png]



