HEAVY METAL
SEA DANGLERS

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDELINES
In preparation, please do….
· Avoid an excess of alcohol the night before a trip - it could spoil your and fellow members
following day.

· Wear plenty of warm clothing, regardless of the time of year, it is colder on the water than you think, and you can always take something off.

· Wear waterproof anti-slip footwear – even in Summer you can get wet feet,

· Wear suitable headwear - there is nothing worse than sunburnt or soaking wet head!

· Don’t forget the sun block cream [to avoid sunburn] and a good supply of liquid [to avoid de-hydration] in the Summer & insulating clothing & hot drinks in the Winter.

· Turn up before time for a prompt departure.

· Embark only when the boat is securely moored.

Highly recommended: -

On board, please do…. 
· Listen to the Skipper’s safety briefing – know where lifejackets & other items of safety equipment are stored. If in doubt, ask the Skipper. 

· Act on the Skipper’s requests at all times.

· Maintain an awareness of where you – boat decks are invariably hazardous places

· Don’t light cigarettes and the like near fuel sources.

· Keep both feet on the deck at all times.

· Keep filleting knives in their sheaths when not in use – left lying around unprotected is potentially lethal.

· Don’t walk around the deck with an unprotected knife in your hand.

· Stow anything with hooks attached in a safe place when not in use.

· Detach weights from terminal tackle when not in use.

· Never collect seawater in a bucket whilst the boat is moving – no matter how slowly. Ask the Skipper to stop if necessary. Most boats have deck washes, which can be used at any time on request

· Ask the crew for assistance if snagged - if you can dislodge the snag yourself use gloves or a mechanical means to release the line rather than your bare hands.

· When casting for uptiding give a loud verbal warning and make sure that everyone is aware of what you are about to do. However, you do have a duty of care to ensure that your end tackle strikes no one else.

· Treat all fish with respect - avoid putting your fingers in their mouths, even if they appear very docile. Use a mechanical means to remove hooks

· If in doubt, ask out!

· Disembark only when the boat is securely moored

· Be courteous, sporting to and understanding of fellow members; they have paid their money to catch fish too – you will gain respect for that!

